
Every game under E20 rated and tipped 
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You've just opened that Christmas 
card and a crisp £20 note has 
failen out. What are you goino to 
do with it? 

Spend it on a Platinum PlayStation 
game, that’s what... Platinum games 
will set you bach just £19.99, which 
mahes them Just dandy in our booh, 
and they're not yer bargain bin 
couldn’t-sell-it-if-we-tried titles 
either. 

In our Ultimate Guide To Platinum 
Games you’ll find what are some of 
the PlayStation’s fastest, hardest, 
best-loohing and even the damn 
scariest titles. 

Then again, you’ll also find some 
truly shite games, so how do you 
hnow what’s toss and what’s boss? 
We tahe you through every £20 
Platinum game that’s on sale now, 
as well as the ones due to be 
released. We’ve rated each one with 
a no-bullshit score you can trust, so 
you sort the good from the bad. 
There’s also a hint or cheat for all of 
them as well. 

So turn your PlayStation off for 
once, crach open a beer, put ya feet 
up and let us help you to decide 
how you (or Great-Aunt Agatha) will 
spend that £20... _^_ 

■ Edited by Andrew Holmes 

■ Written by Andrew Holmes 

■ Designed by Jason Simmons 

■ Published by PlayStadqg 

PlayStatftp is an independent title and is in no way endorsed by Sony Computer 
Entertainment. ©EMAP Images. 
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3D footy kichabout 



PAGE 4 

Flight Sim with fast jets 
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And its follow-up 
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Blaster with attitude 
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Sticks, baiis and greens 
























































iWin these ^esl 

We’ve got every Platinum game up for 
grabs. You can have ’em all: just Chech 
out page 29. 
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3D shoot ’em up 
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Footy ^ame 
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Helicopter shoot ’em up 
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Sweaty multiplayer 
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Platformer 
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Blood! Guts! Gore! Gameplay! 



PAGE 20 

Classic roadracer 
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And its update 
























































































■ England's number 11 crosses for Wrighty, who's lurking by the goal. Again 


■OUT NOW BBY GREMLIN ■ PLAYERS 1-2 ■COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD 

Actua Soccer 

When dinosaurs ruled the earth, so did this 
footy game. How times change... 


Whars it about? 

What do you mean? It's a football game fer 
Chrissakes. OK, so it's a football game with a 
full range of international sides, and one which 
came hot on the heels of the well-received 
FIFA 96 (we're talking about the dawn of the 
PlayStation here). Its main virtue is its simplic¬ 
ity. Rather than having a zillion buttons for 





Look here! 


different ball controls, Actua Soccer has a 
couple of controls for passing and shooting, 
but they do different things depending where 
your player is. 

Any $ood? 

Yes it is. At the time it was, 'the soccer game 
your PlayStation has been waiting for.' And to 
be honest it still cuts the mustard these days. 
It's fast the gameplay is instinctive and it offers 
a real challenge. It's also a blast against a mate 
after last orders. The takeouts are on him. 

Pies-at-half-time moment: 

Said it once, we'll say it again: the beauty of 
Actua Soccer lies in the fact it's so goddamn 
easy to pick up and play. The basic kick button 
does a ton of things including volleys, one- 
touch lobs and turning shots. 




I Once the 
George 
*Best of 

^ footy games, now 
it’s Jimmy Hill. 



■ Top cheat: 
to play as a 
secret dream 
team press 
m in 
SU # and 
^ together 
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■ COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CAR D 

Air Combat 

Goggles and flight jackets ahoy as you 
take to the skies. 



What’S it about? 

It's about getting in a plane, learning 
how to control the damn thing, and 
then setting out on various missions. 
These usually include you shooting 
down loads of enemy planes or 
defending things: all the time keeping 
one eye on the radar. 


Any good? 

Stacks of people think this game is the 
business. On the other hand, moaners 


point to the fact it can't make up its 
mind whether it wants to be a serious 
flight simulation or a straight shoot 
'em up. Still, it is very polished and 
absorbing. Even If there aren't that 
many stages. 


Sky-reaching moment: 

Since your plane can be real bugger 
to control, the first time you win a 
dogfight without stalling it and 
crashing is pretty damn satisfying. 



1 Unless you use the 
screen info for night¬ 
time missions you're 
stuffed 2 The split¬ 
screen mode is pretty 
slow and not much fun. 
Bah 3 Top cheat: 
Wanna secret game? 
When the bird logo is 
on screen hold Bl 
and#. CDs will fill 
the screen. Now press 
###and# 



The decision is yours 


On a different plane 


There are 16 different planes to try out in Air Combat. Here are three... 


■ F-14; Tom Cruise's jet 
in Top Cun. Powerful 
and a good all-rounder 


■ A'10: Not so powerful 
but carries some pretty 
awesome weaponry 


■ F-117: Looks good but 
that's about all you can 
say for it... 


































Hlfinilllll Arcade 

JUur far-fetched. Bolton 
winning the cup? No way! 
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Adidas Power Soccer 


Once it was the best football game on the 
PlayStation. That was then, this is now. 


hasn't weathered all that well. It's still a cool 
game, though, and at £20 are you really going 
to complain? 


What s it about? 

Football. And with all the trimmings we've 
come to expect from our PlayStalian footy 
titles. That means - tick 'em off as m go 
through - a big name commentator 

K ian Moore), motion captured 
)layers (which meaHs they kxik 
very lifelike) and absolutely 
heaps of options. Adidas has 
them all. 


Dotfty ponaity moment: 

One of the best things about Adidas is the way 
the players move about on the screen. It's now 
compulsory to drag real-life players into 
studios so they can be motion-captured, but 
Adidas was the first to extend the motion- 
capturing beyond just the footy moves. That 
means you see things like, say, an injured 
player hobbling away or rubbing his injured 
leg, Cool. 


Any iooil 

Like-other football games, this 
impffi^ed cm its debut but 


Added bonus 


Apart from basic kicking and passing 
there's tons of really fancy moves in 
Adidas. You can flick balls up, play 
keepy-uppy in the box and that David 
Beckham shot from the halfway line 
really can be done. 


■ SuHon goes up for the header, the keeper practises his skiing stance. WhatJ! 


■ Coming to a tiiCJ^e near you this ChristmaoipM,^ 
Coca Cola Ciip^tCfcc^ wr " 


■ Ttie 'knobble keeper' move's not so hot 


1 want a comedy cheat 


Play a friendly in arcai 
ganne and select com 
and (i> together. Thei 
a new option called F 
you'll get nagging woi 
Hilarious, yes. 

de mode. Pause the 
mentary. Press # 
n press to reveal 
EM. Select it and 
men commentators. 



U 2 :. 
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Lots Of aliens, lots of weapons and 
lots of darR spaces. And ycu. ErR! 






» 





Whars the story? 

You rampage through dark corridors capping 
the ass off every alien you come across. 
Everything's nicked from the films - with you 
playing the Ripley character - which means you 
get all the weapons including the cool pulse 
rifle. You also meet all the aliens. Bugger. 

Any joed? 

It could have been just yer standard corridor- 
hunting-and-shooting game with film bits 
bolted on. But it's not. Firstly, there's more 
violence than you can shake a facehugger at, 
with aliens coming at you from every side; 
then there's heaps of secret areas to find on 
each level so you wanna go back for more. On 
top of that the game has all the atmosphere 
and shock potential of the films. And the 
weapons... (spurt). 

Shitkickind moment 

The bit where you remember the film advice 
for the pulse rifle: 'use short controlled bursts'. 
And find that really is the best way to do it. 



■ As you progress through the game you meet 
weirder and nastier aliens 



■ The smart gun'll come in handy as the alien 
numbers keep increasing. Use your radar, too 



■ Alien handlers are also fairly keen on seeing 
your ass decorated with caps 




What we like 


Short, controlled bursts 


You know how we said everything's 
nicked from the films? We weren't lying. 
From the sound of an alien dying, to the 
- sigh - pulse rifle and doors opening and 
closing. It's ail there. A cool touch and 
the hundreds and thousands on top of 
an already yummy game. 




I Flame thrower: Essential film weapon 


■ Smart gun: As used by Vasquez in Aliens 


Get me outta here! 


PlayStatiqi 

RATED 85% 


IJIIIjF of-your-s 


{Like the 
Ifjlms, this 
'\s an edge- 
f-your-seat thrill 
ride into Alien terror. 


stuck? Then key in this password for 
unlimited lives and weapons: 

1G0TP1NK8C1DB00TS0N 


1 1 should never have had that 
curry and 15 pints of lager last 
night 1 Alien dogs. Whip out 
your super-cool pulse rifle and 
shoot 'em down like, erm, dogs 
3 This is one queen you don't 
want to meet. When you do 
though, stick to the back walls 
and blast the bejeezus out of 
her. Works every single time 4 
Eeek! Another nasty. Run away! 
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■ Graphics look good and the game's speedy but that's about ail you can say 

Battle Arena 
Teshiiflen 

Goocl-lool?ing fighting game just 
doesn’t mal?e the grade. 




What’S it about? 

It's about beating the crap out of your 
opponent. Only, in this case, you're 
doing it in a very nice-looking 
environment with very nice-looking 
characters. See what we mean? 

Any good? 

Despite looking very nice indeed, 
someone forgot to do anything about 
the actual gameplay. So much so, that 
just as your characters are performing 
some lethal acrobatics on screen. 


you're not actually sure whether 
you're responsible or not. Weird. 

Enemy-mashing moment: 

The bit when you realise you can win 
simply by smacking the joypad 
buttons as hard as you possibly can. 


1 Characters look mean 
enough and can pull off 
some cool moves 2 Top 
cheat: To get Gaia, when 
options are being drawn, 
press and 

ill You'll hear, 'fighf. 
Move the cursor over Eiji, 
hold # and press (D 


■ OUT NOW ■BY ACCLAIM ■PLAYERS 1-2 ■COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD 

Bust-A-Move2 

Addictive puzziing. instant ciassic. 


What’S it about? 

It's about being unable to stop yourself from 
having just one more go... What, really? Well, 
you have a small gun to pop coloured bubbles 
and that really is it. You can pop bubbles 
against the computer, against a mate or, 
weirdly, against yourself. 

Any good? 

Like Jaffa Cakes or Pringles, you cannot stop 
yourself going back for more. Bust-A-Move 2 
might have the simplest idea in the world and 
look very basic, but this is a game that cries 
out to be played. 

Bubble-bursting moment: 

Against another opponent is where Bust-A- 
Move 2 comes into its own, especially as it 
includes a feature where you can fill up his (or 
her - girls love this game) screen full of 
bubbles - thereby royally messing them up. 
Heh, heh. 


This is good... ^ 

Play with yourself _ 

Yep, that's right. We did say you could 
play against yourself. The way it actually 
works is that you play against your last 
'best time' which has been saved to 


memory card. Geddit now? 




m 


No reason 
Ito buy this 
'unless: 
good, plays 
lihe a dog is your bag. 



■ Bust-A- 
Move 2 is set 
in a strange 
world full of 
very weird but 
very cute 
characters 



i 
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Gogetlm ^ 

The General _ 

You'll find yourself having to target certain 
drivers to proceed up the rankings and to 
do that you can go check 'em out. Here, 
we've gone after The General... 


/ r 


UV 


■ Ka-Boom! The car icon in the bottom right hand 
corner tells you the damage you've taken 


■ Ker-unchl Buy Destruction Derby and you too can have a motor that looks like if s been driven by a crash test dummy 

Destruction Derby 

It’S a game where you get to bash cars about. 

A perfect idea which loses it a bit. 



Whars it about? 

Destruction Derby was one of the original 
games for the PlayStation and it blew people 
away. Why? Because suddenly here was a 
game where you didn't just race, you bashed 
as well. And when you got bashed you took 
real damage. Cool! 

Any good? 

Give a guy the pleasure of being able to smack 
up other cars - great! Then tell him if he does 
he loses the game. Er, right. Yep, Destruction 
Derby was just a racing game and the bashing 
bit only a cosmetic frippery. Bah! Luckily they 
sorted the problem for the sequel. 

Car-stonking moment: 

When you link-up with a mate is very cool. 
Shame they took out the option for Destruction 
Derby 2, though. 



■ Arena mode puts you in an, erm, arena 




■ Thaf s what he looks like. Remember that 


I wanna be a winner 


iFor cool 
|linl;-ups. 
'get this. If 
Nt’s bash'em up you 
want, go for the sequel. 


1 Try to make mincemeat out of 
the other cars 2 Ifs still first 
past the post, though, so 
bashing's purely for fun 


To be the Destruction Derby champ enter 
your name on the name entry screen as 
IDAMAGEI for invincibility 


9 
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Destruction Derby 2 

Racing where you get to smash things up. But better. 





Pay attention... 


Arenas 


The arenas Destruction Derby 2 has on offer are cool: 


This should help you out 


Race Over 


iFour- 

jnpU!!! Ifa'sh 'em 

.yyYups don’t come 
much better than this. 


1 1n all the excitement Gerald 
clean forgot his car had been 
tipped onto its side 2 As seen on 
Police! Camera! Action! 3 In 
between all that smashing up, 
crashing and what have you. 
Destruction Derby 2 has some 
nice scenery to admire 


ArehA 


■ It's got a pit in the middle cars can fall Into 


■ Has a crushing zone. Ouch! 


■ It's got a huge bump in the middle 


Whars it about? 

Like the first Destruction Derby, this is about 
racing but with the twist that you could bash 
cars about. It's no good just releasing a straight 
re-hash though, so the boffs behind number 
two took the original and gave it a wash and 
brush up, with the end result being that the 
new game was in - wait for it - 3D! 

Any good? 

Despite looking the dog's bollocks, and having 
(when it was first released anyway) about the 
best 3D around. Destruction Derby 2 doesn't 
quite live up to its huge potential. Which isn't 
to say it's bad, mind. Sadly, it's just that 
beneath the good looks there Isn't much of a 
long-term challenge. 


I You're in my way. You're outta my way 


■ Nothing unusual in it. Oh 


Axle-snapping moment: 

Any game where you get to smash up a motor 
must have a lot to recommend it, and out of 
the modes Destruction Derby 2 has on offer, 
the best are the ones where the aim Is to 
smash up the opponents until it's last man 
standing. Good stuff. 

Mind you, you've got all this but they 
took the link-up out so you can't go at it 
against a mate. A real shame. 


■ Bloody Sunday drivers 


To access all the tracks in the game enter 
the password as macsrpoo. Hey presto! 
It's all yours, Crusher! 


uy 



































What s it about? 

It's one the PlayStation's first adventure games. 
You take on the character of Conrad Hart who 
has to escape from the clutches of the evil 
frog-like Morphs. Cue much exploring-every- 
nook-and-cranny action as you wander around 
looking for stuff, having to solve brain-dissolv¬ 
ing puzzles and getting into the odd scrap. 

Hey, you even get to do a bit of flying along 



the way! 



RATED 87% 


■ Giant spider; Mechanical and very angry 


Any good? 

Certainly is. This is the game that prepared us 
all for Resident Evil with its mix of 
action/adventure and puzzles and it still holds 
its own. First off, there's a lot to it: you won't 
be finishing this after a couple of hours. Then 
there's the way it manages to combine differ¬ 
ent styles of gameplay with puzzle-bashing and 
shooting sitting comfortably side by side. Last 
but not least there's the presentation of the 
whole thing. It looks just creamy and the detail 
on the levels is superb. Playing it is like having 
a real-time film unfolding in front of your eyes. 

Gimme some help already! 


■ Normal Morph; He's green, mean and 
not, er, plasticine 


■ Predator-style Morph: He's green, 
mean and can't be seen. 


■ Looks like you're in a spot of bother there 


A totally engrossing experience, and if 
adventure games are your bag, this is for you. 


How much more blach could it be 
moment; 

There isn't really one moment that stands out 
in the game, since it's all top-notch. Just 
moving through the various areas is way cool. 


Your enemies in Fade to Black are the Morphs. Not Tony Harfs cute little 
friend, you understand, but yukky green things with a nice line in 
weaponry. The game also features Predator-style Morphs who use 
portable cloaking devices to charge in for the kill. They re virtually impossi 
ble to see apart from a faint, shimmering outline. Looks very nice indeed. 


Be careful now 

This is the enemy... 


Getting bored of trawling through all the 
levels? Then enter this password to 
access the final level: ® ® # 0 ® ® 


OllWtfamo If you like 
Res Evil, you'll MRe this. 
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nFA96 


Another football game. Wahe me in ten, eh? 


Whars it about? 

Well, it's football again isn't it? And that means 
someone else has a crack at putting out a 
game we're ail going to want to play with our 
mates. Come on then, impress us. 

Any good? 

Unlike many Platinum games The passage of 
time has not been particularly kind to poor old 
FIFA 96. When the game was first reviewed it 
was hailed as a classic, but the slew of football 


games since have rendered it virtually prehis¬ 
toric. Then: a cool football game. Now: slow 
and boring. 

Last-gasp winner moment: 

FIFA 96 was about the first game to make 
really good use of a commentator. Previously, 
a few old phrases would get trotted out again 
and again, but for FIFA John Motson was asked 
to record around 700 quotes meaning the days 
of the tiresome commentary were finally over. 




r ^’□r] 



1 






iThe players look naff, the 
game look toss, 'nuff said 2'Oi 
mate, the goal's in that 
direction!' 3 Argentina uses the 
hand of God to score another 
goal. Gits 4 At least put some 
effort into it iThe game's only 
just begun and already he's 
dancing round the field B Could 
it be some excitement? No. Oh 
well, there's always next year... 
7 C'mon lads, FIFA 96 isn't that 
bad. Lads. Lads..? 



I want a Power Bail cheat! 


Pause, go to the options screen and 
press ® then # then eight ®s. You'll 
hear a click. Exit, then press (§> for menu. 

■ ■■ .Av . 

. 



See here! 


Bail-cam 


The ball-cam system used In the game 
makes for some really cool camera 
angles. As players legged it dowm the 
wing, the camera would pan around to 
keep up. Cool. 



Nice graphics but where's the gamepiay? 


I Some of these ponces are better at acting than kicking a ball around. The Argies fake a fall 


Not a great 
game in 
these days 
high-tech 
footbaii efforts. 


PlayStatl^ 

RATED 58% 





































OK, here's the password that'll get you to 
the end level double quick: 
T7GK28U2SCMM40I 


1 Bombs away! If you thought 
the Titanic sunk like a brick you 
ain't seen nuthin' yet 2 Ooh, 
lovely fireworks as the 
k enemy bursts into flames 

\ 3 Dodgy 'copter! Its rotor 

m blades aren't stuck on! 


JHUJrand action, 
Firestorm can't be beat. 


Ever-Changing face of the bad guys 


In Firestorm you fly the unfriendly skies. Here's a small taster of what you can expect to 
encounter behind enemy lines... 


■ Tanks aren't so hard, as long 
as you stay behind them 


■ Sink this toy boat with a 
coupla well-aimed bombs 


■ Woah, a very big gun. Drop 
yer load and run away! 













■ * 

[pj 







i[i 

[ m ] 
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Tell me another secret bit 



Wait! We haven't finished! 


This is cool! 


You're playing International Track and Field when suddenly you realise 
that if you throw the javelin above 60 degrees at full power you can spear 
a UFO! Or when you get a certain score balloons or birds are released 
across the stadium (see above for another!). 


■ Javelin; That could have an eye out ■ A birds-eye view of the stadium 


14 


International Hrack 
and Held 

Loads of Olympic 
events means tons of 
manic joypad bashing. 


What'S it about? 

As you might guess from the name, Track and 
Field is all about Olympic-style athletics in the 
comfort of your own home. It's chock-full of 
events -11 to be exact - and they range from 
lOOm freestyle swimming to hammer throws 
and the javelin. 


Record-breahing moment: 

When you win and your character goes mad 
with the sheer vibrant thrill of it all. 


Any good? 

If we tell you most of the events are all about 
hitting buttons as hard and fast as you can 
you'd probably think this is a pants game: 
about as welcome in your life as gastric flu, a 
bad hangover and someone blackmailing you 
with dodgy Polaroids. But it's not. It's 
absolutely ace, the sort of game you can't help 
but talk about in very close proximity to the 
word 'fun'. Of course, you'll need a new 
joypad, but this is brilliant. 


1 Swimming: Without the risks of 
verucas and being attacked by a 
roiled-up towel 2 Javelin: Chuck 
the bugger as far as you can 

2 Run as fast as you can, then at 
the right moment - hup! You are a 
winnah! 4 Shot put: Easy, swing it 
around and chuck it as far as you 
can. Might make you dizzy 


■ This event means ifs time to abuse your pad 


Great fun 
and a 

l^asKssBB game that 
MSa begs te be played 
in multiplayer mode. 


PlayStatM^ 


RATED 90% 
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Tool Up for an ultra-violent jailbreaR. 


What's it about? 

It's a case of running around the rooms and 
corridors of an intergalactic prison blasting 
anything that gets in your way. You're trying to 
escape the prison, see? And the warders don't 
want you to go. Nor do the giant rats...Ugh! 


Any good? 

Not bad. There's a lot to be said for giving 
your brain a rest while your fingers get a 
workout and Loaded is breakneck blasting at 
Its most mindless. Its speed is eyeball mej|llC 
and it's stuffed to the gills with the sort erf 
weapons Arnie spurts over. One problem; all 
that shooting can get a bit repetitive, like, 
couldn't we sit down and talk this over? 


Hard-but-weird moment: 

Loaded; where men are, er, women... Jfup, this 
game's got a weird visual style and the 
^^^facters you can pick range from trans» 

^ tites to a geezer with warheads for breasts.^ 
\Jn Paris this season. Apparently. ^ 




^ ^ i' 

Rats. It had to be rats pMfJF A 
shot showing.iBucho explosions 


and serious carnage. Not difficult 
to find in Load^ 


There’s mere. 


That’s gotta hurt 


One of the best things about Loaded is the evil weaponry you have at 
your disposal during the game. Not only that, but they look pretty impres¬ 
sive when they go off too. 


Gimme the level select code 


■ Wobble Bomb: Does 
lots of damage and 
makes the screen warp 


■ Spiral Bomb: Like a 
lovely firework. Till you 
see the shredded bodies 


■ Spray Bomb: Irs a 
ring of fire. And doesn't 
it look purty? 


Pause the game, hold IQ and IQ for 
lOsecs. Then with these buttons still held 
press 


r£Bi 


'with bags of style 


^ but not much variation. 




m 
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1 Top tip: Use the hook and slice to your advantage 
to curl a shot around a treeline 2 Hang on, I 
thought Pete Sampras was a tennis player... 


PGA Tour 
GoKSG 


Anyone fancy foreplay? Yuk. yul? 


Whars it about? 

It's about hitting a small white ball 
into a hole with a stick. Doing it lots of 
times and hoping to be first back to 
the clubhouse for a drink. That's the 
real thing anyway. The game's the 
same except without the clubhouse. 

Any good? 

Golf Is cool. Proof? The Beastie Boys 


play it. This game, however, isn't. It's, 
er, adequate. 

Sure, it looks good, but gameplay 
is basic and the putting system is 
decidedly suspect. 

Hole-in-one moment: 

Getting a hole-in-one would be good 
if you could actually do it. Which you 
probably can't. 




■ Check wind direction ■ Keep and eye on the ■ And Bob's your uncle, 

and strength power bar fanny's your granny 


Umr 


Not a bad 
go as golf 
games go, 
but this sucha is 




by no means great. 
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Rayman 

Since when did ‘cute’ mean ‘good’? 



Puhey 


Ah, bless... 


Rayman has to free his chums the 
Electoons from cages. He's saving his 
nice, fluffy, lickle world from the evil Mr 
Dark. He's heading towards a place called 
Candy Chateau. Isn't that just the cutest? 


What'S it about? 

Rayman is a platform game involving a little 
character running and jumping on things 
through loads of different areas. It's not very 
popular round these parts, but a lot of people 
really like it and it has done very well in the 
charts. God knows why... 


Any good? 

It's problem is that it's sick-makingly cute 
which is why kids like it and adults want to 
stick their fingers down their throats. 


Best moment? 

The bit where you turn your machine off and 
realise the outside world isn't really painted in 
bright primary colours and not everyone has 
huge eyes. And you've got a life. 


■ Rayman gets to ride a bug-eyed thingy. I can see you're getting excited already... 



■ Look! Ickle 
Rayman has 
got no arms or 
legs, just ickle 
hands and 
feet Ickle 
tosspot 



jOnly fun if 

rogm knimL 

'biddy or gaming 
saddo, wethinbs. 
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a Freeze feSta, or you re a iJieod 
man! Oops, my apob^es. yoa 
already are a dead man 


Zombies wanna munch your head! 












This is cool 


Gimme gore 


Yeah, we had to mention the gore. 
Resident Evil has spurting stuff 
everywhere, enough to earn it an 18 
certificate. Pop a zombie's head with the 
shotgun and it really pops. At one point 
you'll discover one of your colleagues 


■ You meet this guy early on in the game. Around about the time you hide under the nearest duvet 


Whars it about? 

You play a character trapped in a big, dark 
mansion. A big, dark mansion filled with 
zombies and all kinds of other monsters. Using 
a mixture of puzzle-solving, exploration and 
pure and simple gunplay. That's the story. But 
that doesn't prepare you for the sheer experi¬ 
ence of Resident Evil 

Any good? 

Arguably the PlayStation's best game. Resident 
Evil is near-perfect in every way. So much so. 


Pant-filling moment: 

It's difficult to believe unless you've played 
it, but Resident Evil is a genuinely creepy 
game. Everyone's got one bit that scared them 
shitless. Us? Well, meeting the snake for the 
first time has us crying for our mums. 


that about the only criticism anyone ever has 
concerns the quality of the acting. What hits 
you first is the amount of gore in the game, 
and it's true Resident Evil does have a really 
adult feel to it. But it goes far deeper than 
blood and guts. Here is the most involving, 
nail-biting adventure you'll ever play. The sort 
of game that rules your life from the moment 
you buy it. Good? It's a bleedin' classic mate. 


1 The game's an epic quest 
taking you to loads of different 
areas 2 It also has a gripping 
storyline with tons of twists and 
turns 3 Jill's a bit tasty with a 
pistol. Lucky, really 4 You, after 
you've played Resident Evil 




If ever 
there was 
an essential < 


.buy PlayStation game, 
this is it. Believe the hype. 


PlayStatip 

RATED 94"/o 
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Gimme some insider info 


IVery cool 
I racer still 
'one of the 
^best. Could do with 
a few more tracks, mind. 


What’s it about? 

It's a driving game. Nowadays every 
PlayStation owner has at least three thousand 
drivin games in the collection, but when this 
came out, it was a bit of a novelty. 'Wow, dad, 
you mean you get to experience all the thrills 
and spills of actual car racing without leaving 
the house?' 'Aye, son. Innit great what they can 
do with technology these days.' 


Pedal-to-the-metal moment: 

Cast yourself back. The PlayStation is but a 
sprog in the world of videogames, something 
to be approached with caution in case it fell 
flat on its arse. Then suddenly there's this shit 
hot racer on it. Good argument... 


Rid|e Racer 

Get behind the wheel of a fast motor and 
power past everybody else. 


1 Varoom! Don't know why we 
bothered with this shot since 
we're 11th out of 12 2 Wow, 
here's an improvement, 10th out 
of 12. Still, could do better 
3 Ahem, the reason is because 
we're trying to get you good 
shots 4 Like this one where we 
show the cool graphics by 
deliberately spinning out 


What’S it like? 

You could do a hell of a lot worse. Nowadays 
Ridge Racer isn't gonna anchor your jaw to the 
carpet, but in its day it was a bit of a goer. And 
when you compare It to the binloads of other 
PlayStation racers that have the sheer bloody 
cheek to charge around £40, this is a solid buy. 


To get a load of extra cars kill every ship 
in Galaga (the ganne you can play while 
Ridge Racer loads'). Easier said than done. 
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Ricme Racer Revokitioii 

It’S Ridge Racer again. Only more so. 



Loohy here 


Mirror, mirror 


Ridge Racer Revolution has a mirror in it! 
Standard practice nowadays, but a birrova 
novelty at the time. It meant you always 
had to choose the in car view to get the 
best out of the game. It was Namco 
nudging us: the external view is for 
ponces, they seemed to be saying. 


■ It's getting closer... 


PlayStatip 

RATED 84% 


Whars it about? 

Remember Ridge Racer, where you clambered 
behind the wheel of a sporty little motor and 
burned rubber to your heart's content? 'Course 
you do. And this is the sequel that improved 
on the original - unlike, say. Jaws 2 or the 
Rocky series. Yup, more courses, more cars, 
faster and better-looking. That do for you? 

Any good? 

The first one's no clunker and this one's better 
than that. But wait up a minute, if you've 
played the first one to death you might just 
wonder why the sequel's additions weren't 
included in the first place. Still, adding a link¬ 
up mode was a masterstroke, and with fewer 
and fewer PlayStation games getting a link-up 
option that's gotta be a good thing. 

Floor-to-the-floor moment: 

Two TVs, two PlayStations and enough cables 
to keep BT in business: but the first time you 
get Ridge Racer Revolution well and truly 
linked-up is gaming heaven. 


■ Look, Tekken 2 geezer in the area 


RECORD ^ 


TOTAL 


1 Graphics were improved 
for the sequel and the game 
feels faster. Not when you're 
stopped, though 2 Ridge 
Racer Revolution gives you 
new cars to win. Here's the 
13th Racing Sportster, 
available once you've proved 
your silky driving skills on 
the race track 3 Those 
stiletto heels, white flimsy 
panties, a sign saying 'extra' 
It can't be... Mother! 


3 ^ 

One of the best racers. 


Faster and 
better- 
loohing 
the original. 


■ Ridge Racer Revolution has one of the best two-player modes seen by modern man 
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What'S it about? 

It's about getting on your bike and getting to 
the finish line first. The winner gets all the 
glory: second-placed gets trampled in the rush 
to congratulate the winner. One more thing, 
you get the chance to whack your opponents 
on the road. 


Road Rash 

Motorbil?e racing with a bit of 
fighting thrown in. 


Any good? 

You'd have thought so, wouldn't you? Bikes 
racing and fighting sounds well cool after all. 
But unfortunately Road Rash doesn't deliver. 
Basically if you hang around fighting you lose 
the race, so you don't bother fighting at all. 
Which means it's just a racing game. And not a 
terribly good one at that. Oh. 

Knee-scraping moment: 

Despite the fact that doing this probably loses 
you the race, it's difficult to resist smacking up 
your opponent. Then there's the pedestrians 
you can terrorise. Er, 1 mean avoid. 


1 He's not reaching over 
for a hug 2 Get outta 
the way willya! 3 I'd go 
for the Baniai Super 
Sport if 1 were you 
4 Erm, quite... 5 Caught 
by the fuzz? This is what 
you'll see 


How do I do some Eddie Kidd stuff? 


To leap off your bike, cool-style, stop it 
then hold # and press |Q and C3 
together. No use, but looks good 



That sure is purty 


Admire the scenery 


Ah, will you look at that. Simply breathtaking. Yes, some of the landscape in Road Rash 
does look pretty juicy, with levels looking luscious as you speed through them. 


■ Sierra Nevada looks ■ The rolling Napa Valley looks ■ Fancy a dip by the side of 

delightful at this time of year cool, too the Pacific Highway? 


■ The open road, beautiful scenery... Sod that, you've gotta mash the bloke in front 




lApproach 
I with care: 
'it’s good 


fun to play but 
there's not a lot to it. 






















112111 




■ Marshal! Law; Good for rookies 


One of the first moves you 
learn is the 'getting up quickly' 
one. Essential Get your 
opponent on the floor then 
deliver the killer blow. Sound 
nasty? Yeah, It Is Swordy 
bloke loses to jeans bloke. Oof 


Nina Williams: Hard and foxy with it 




Paul Phoenix; Not to be messed with 


vnyi Despite ail 

mojorlbeyem 

Jiyy ups around, the 
first Tehhen still rocks. 


RATED 90% 


■ Jack and Paul went out to play and ended up 
kicking each other's brains out 




■ OUT v.OV. IBY SONY BPLAYERS 1-2 BCOMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD 


Listen up.. 

Choose wisely 


Everyone has their favourite Tekken 
character. This writer, for example, swears 
by Marshall Law. Whatever, pick your 
fighter to suit your style (actually, 

Marshall is perfect for beginners) 


Fighting. Loads of characters, 
loads of moves. 


2 


Min. 


Mon.f?ie''tV3«v 


Whars it about? 

Choose a character and then pit yourself in 
hand-to-hand combat against a host of other 
guys. Each character has his (or her) own style 
of fighting and a selection of moves. Needless 
to say, mastering the moves is the key to 
success and involves heaps of practice and 
probably double-jointed fingers. 


Any good? 

Despite the fact moves look really intricate to 
pull off they are, in fact, some of the most 
instinctive of any fighting game, meaning 
beginners can pull off some truly spectacular 
moves. Improvers, on the other hand will be 


stringing together superb combos faster than 
you can say 'casualty department'. 


Bonce-bending moment: 

You've got back from the pub with a mate. 
You've loaded up Tekken, and you go at it 
hammer and tongs. You, of course, win. 


Anything else I should hnow? 


To get loads of goes on Galaga (the 
game playing while Tekken loads) hit 033 
when it's showing the number of hits. 
























■ OUT NOW ■ BY OCEAN ■ PLAYERS 1-4 

■ COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD 

Drue Pinball 

Pinball. Without standing in a pub. Bugger. 


What'S it about? 

It's about pinball already! You know, you hit a 
silver ball with small paddles and hope it goes 
into the right spots so you can score tons of 
points. Only, since this is on PlayStation, 
instead of the corner of the Dog and Duck, it 
looks the business. 

Any good? 

If you don't mind overlooking the fact that 
videogame pinball kind of defeats the object. 


then yes it is. It makes a real effort to 
apologise for not being real pinball by looking 
absolutely incredible and playing like a dream. 

Tilt-alarm moment: 

Playing True pinball in 3D is fun and a totally 
new way of playing the game. You see the ball 
rushing towards you, but when it goes behind 
obstacles it disappears from view, leaving you 
to guess where it's coming from next simply by 
the sounds. Bizarre, but strangely cool. 



Good loohin’ babes 


Four to the floor 


Another way True Pinball spruces itself up is by giving you the chance to play any of four 
different boards. All have their own bonuses, rewards and, hey, little animations which 
scroll across the screen. 


I Show these cute babes your silver balls 


I Extreme sport tables that's well tame 


■ Sci-fi setting doesn't help this table 


■ Vikings: The best of the lot. 



If you're 
too lazy to 
go out to 
play pinball, this’ll 
do just fine. 


m 



■ Those gals 
go crazy when 
your flap yer 
flipper in their 
faces. The 
bloke's pretty 
excited too! 


■OUT NOW ■BY OCEAN ■PLAYERS 1-4 
■ COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD 



Woniis 


Tactical battle with worms? Maybe 
you should lay off the booze... 


What'S it about? 

The plan is you have to get your army 
of worms from one end of an area to 
another. These aren't yer usual worms 
though. Instead of sliding around 
having sex with temselves, this lot are 
armed with ail manner of strange gear 
like grenades, drills, landmines and 
dynamite. Lucky, 'cos they need 
serious weaponry to defeat rival 
worm armies. 

Is it any tooil 

Take a look at the pictures. Doesn't 
look too hot, does it? Don't be fooled. 


Worms is truly addictive stuff. 
Sometimes it can be unfair in one- 
player, but what makes this a must- 
buy is its multiplayer option. The 
definition of bliss? You, three mates, 
tons of beer - perhaps some Pringles 
- and Worms. 

Worm-eatint moment: 

All the weapons are cool, and best of 
all there are tons of 'em. But check 
out the exploding sheep. Does 
anything compare to the total 
pleasure of chucking a 'Flossie' bomb 
at the enemy? 



^there’s more than 
one of you. 


1 The deluxe 
'Flossie' comes 
with mouth hole 
and realistic wool 

2 Top tip: Duck, 
into cover and use 
air-strikes to wipe 
out stacks of 
enemy baddies. 
Get them suckas! 
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■ COMPATIBILITIES JOYPAD, MEMORY CARD, LINK-UP 


WipEoiit 

Techno nutter racing in spaceships. 


enu© FiraSte^J 




LcKJOfiun 

Utngih 6,;ih<n . 


Fast Starter 


Introducing. 


Just like the rest of the game, WipEout 
has a cool intro sequence chock-full of 
flashy graphics and sounds. It's one intro 
you don't mind watching again and 
again. Like the James Bond theme, it 
puts you right in the mood. 


Can you tell me something I don't linow! 


1 Six circuits, two difficulty 
levels. Start on Rapier to have 
any chance of winning 2 Watch 
out, that bloke's giving you the 
eye 3 Get cool weapons and 
goodies by running over the 
bonus pads 


To get the Rapier track highlight one 
player, then press and hold 

and O 


What’S it about? 

Basically it's about haring around futuristic 
courses in hovery spaceships. But WipEout was 
much more than that. It was the game that 
convinced Joe Public the PlayStation was a 
good machine. It was the game that made 
videogames ultra cool, it was the game that 
had a capital E in the middle of its name. Think 
about it... 


What’S it iike? 

It's great. It's a speedy, feisty, glamourous- 
looking racing game with the best soundtrack 
this side of Trainspotting - Chemcial Brothers, 
Leftfield and Orbital anyone? And as If hurtling 
around courses at retina-ripping speeds to cool 
sounds isn't enough, you can also pulverise 
other racers with a selection of weapons. 


Most brain-meitin^ moment: 

The music, man! Playing WipEout is like 
visiting a particularly cool arcade with DJ 
Busybollocks mixing it up big style in the 
corner. Not only does the game lift fave 
Chemical Brothers and Leftfield tracks but 
Techno gods Orbital wrote one especially. 
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Supercharged, super-fast techno nutter racing! 











G-Force moment: 

Remember how the first one had an ass- 
kicking soundtrack that changed videogame 
music forever? Well WipEout 2097 outdid it in 
every way by bringing together the 
cream of techno for for some 
outstanding tunes. Prodigy, Fluke, 
Chemical Brothers, Underworld - you name 
'em, they're here. 


And another thing... 


Teamworf? 


The same four teams appear in 
own properties: 

both WipEo 





■ r 
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■ Feisar: Very easy to control craft But slow ■ Qirex: The fastest but not very easy to control 


■ Auricom research: The best all-round 
skimmer. Good balance of speed and handling 


■ AC Systems. Very agile, good acceleration, not 
much armour unfortunately 


What’S it about? 

Unless you're reading this back to front, you 
already know: The original WIpEout but fed up 
on loads of E-numbers to make It hyperactive 
as hell. The plot stays the same: cool-looking 
skimmer ships, the future seen as a cross 
between Blade Runner and Rollerball, and lots 
of speeding around knocking opponents out of 
the race. Again. That's lots of speeding around. 


■ Someone gets in your way? Shove 'em out of the road. You get weapons to help 


Any good? 

Superb. Better even than the original. How was 
it different from the first one? Well, for a kick¬ 
off the tracks were much better designed, the 
skimmers looked heaps better and the game 
was - gasp - even faster. Yeah, some people 
complained there weren't enough changes but 
they were stupid people with no brains. This is 
an absolutely supreme game no PlayStation 
should be without. 


1 The whole look of 
WipEout 2097 is cool to 
go. This is just the track 
select screen 2 Pilot 
blokes have to wear all 
kinds of futuristic clobber. 
Er... although you don't 
actually see them 
3 Explosions look cool in 
the game 4 So do the 
backgrounds and even the 
skimmer's engine plumes 
■ What sets it apart is the 
way light has been used to 
create awesome effects 


Gissa a cheeky cheat, then 


Ever wanted to race as animals? To find 
out what we mean enter this cheat when 
loading: hold ITl I?P1 fH?! and 


■ Screenshots don't do justice to WipEout 2097's speed 


Ijwij 

m 

ii WipEout 
r|2097 is the 

1 ifmir 

1 PlayStatli® 

f built 

JWUI 

V PlayStation was 
for. Own it. 

RAYED 94"/o 
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Ill Worms 


Ridge Racer Revolution 


1 I Destruction Derby 


l o Road Rash 


The wimers’ podimii 

The race is new ever. And we have curselves seme true 
Platinum champs. New you know where to spend that pony... 


RATED 94% 


RATED 59% 


RATED 58% 


RATED 58% 


RATED 43% 
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RATED 76% 


RATED 72% 


RATED 84% 




RATED 84% 


RATED 82% 
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PlayStation, 

gamesf 


Give us five minutes of your time to answer some 
questions and you could win all of the Platinum games 
reviewed here. We’ll use what you say to tune and tweah 
PlayStatiip, and one reader piched at random from your 
replies will win the games. Turn over now!# 
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Questionnaire 

Fill in. then cut out this form, bung it in 
an envelope and send it off before 9 
February 1998 to: 

Platinum stuff, PlayStatlm 
EMAP Images, 37-39 Millnarbour, 

Isle of Dogs, London E14 9TZ 


How long have you had your PlayStation? .years .months 

How old are you? . 

Where did you buy PlayStation Plus? Tick one answer: 

□ WH Smiths □ Local newsagent □ Game store □ Supermarket 

How often do you buy PlayStation Plus? Tick one answer 

□ Every issue □ At least six times a year 

□ Every couple of months □ This is the first time Tve bought it 

What other computer games magazines do you read? Please write in: 


What other magazines do you read? Please write in: 


What was the last game you bought? Please write in: 


What was the last game you rented? Please write in: 


Which game are you most looking forward to playing next year? Please write in: 


Which of these is your favourite cover? Please tick one and tell us why here: 
□ Issue One □ Issue Two □ Issue Three 


Your Details 

Your name: .. 
Your address: . 


Post code: 


Telephone number: . 

□ Sometimes well want to ask you about PtayStaUl^, or tell you about special reader offers. Tick here if you 
don't want us to keep your name on our PlaySlatkP database. 
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■I Ti™ Crisis 

m Casttovania 

Nl^ibnare Creatures 
street Flatter collection 
Dynasty Warriors 
FIWTtin« Force 
Castlcvania 
G-PoHce 
Ninja 


Command and Conquer: Red Alert, 
Crash Bandicoot 2. Judge Dredd, 
Resident Evii 2. MK Mythologies, 
^ MDK and loads more! 
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ULTIMATE 

PLATINUM 



Every game under C20 rated and tipped 



